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Q.
We would like to convert our lawn to a low-water use landscape in order to save maintenance and water.  We also understand that a xeriscape can be lush and have 12 months of color.  The only thing stopping us is the task of conversion.  It is a big job!  Are we overstating the work? 

A.
Yes, I think you are.  The conversion can be as simple as killing the remaining grass and weeds with round-up, covering the bare ground with mulch, and planting the groundcovers, perennials, and shrubs into the mulch as your time and budget allow.  Visit www.plantanswers.com and review my articles on the task. 

Q.
Which tree would you plant between a live oak and a Mexican white oak and why?  
A.
Live oaks are beautiful, valuable shade trees, but I would probably plant a Mexican white oak because it is just as beautiful and valuable.  Mexican live oak grows faster and is resistant to oak wilt. 

Q.
How far into the Spring will the turnips, rutabaga, beets, and carrots be worth keeping in the ground? 

A.
They will probably maintain their quality through April.  Start giving them away as likely beneficiaries (victims) are identified.  In my experience carrots last the best.  

Q.
You have recommended that we wait out the weeds.  How long must we wait before the St. Augustine grass will reappear? 

A.
The first thing you notice is that the rescue grass, annual rye, and other weeds will lose their bright green color.  In addition to mildew, cool weather weeds just fade as their growing period comes to an end. 

In most cases the permanent grass will respond to the warm weather and decline of the weeds to fill the new space with its own growth.  Keep the lawn mowed and the transition will be pretty seamless.  Don’t be fooled by the decline of the winter weeds to think that you need to step up watering.  The green weeds are going to fade whether you drench them in irrigation or not and there is plenty of moisture in the soil for the lawn grass to begin growing.  Expect this to happen May 1.

Q.
I am thinking about having a cactus garden on my patio.  My idea is putting a small kiddie pool or a small pool for a fountain.  My question is what kind of soil is needed and what type of fertilizer is required?  I went on line to www.cactusgardens.com and saw that they had some cactus planted in small pots and it looks like they had small rocks or pebbles.  Your help and advice is greatly appreciated. 

A.
Horticultural supply stores and nurseries have special cactus soil that works well.  Be careful about having a cactus garden to close to a kiddie pool.  Splashed pool water and traffic is tough on the cactus and thorns are tough on the children. 
